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1. In the fall of 1953 r Soviet .otorlzed division command was observed in the
Moldovel barracks, formeriy the cavalry barracks.
2. In the same barracks was a Soviet motorized rifle regiment, its strength being
1,200 to 1,300 men. Officers and men wear red and black shoulder boards without
speclal insignia. The men belong to the yrung, sctive classes. The unit arrived
in the fall of 1952, but some of 1ts men «'d not come until Jan 1953,
3. The men go out for excreises daily in units of company strength. It was observed
that cach squad had four machine-pistols snd each platoon a 1ight machine gun.
Heavy machine gun formations left the barracks in platoon strength, each hoving
three Maxim hcavy machine guns, carricd by trucks.
4. Each battalion hos o machine gun plotoon.
5. M morter platoon is 35 to 4O men strong. ©ix men moke up 8 squad, and each squed
has a 50 mm morter, carried on the back. T[zerciscs are held in plstoon strengtlr)
6. The heavy mortar company has twelve 120 nm murtars, toved by truckﬁ'on small carts,
7. The auto park at the barracks consilsts of tuo radio trucks, eight“mot;urcyclos,
six passenger cars and 37 trucks. . *w
8. At the infantry barracks on Cales Jordonistelor iz an armored recnnnofs sance
battalion of 550-600 men, ‘“hey wear vlack and 1cd shoulder boords. They are
armed with light and heavy machine guns, 76.2 mm AA guns, A machine puns, and
57 mm AT guns. “Thc number was not ascertalned. The battnlion has 24 srmored cars,
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parf'of‘which are half-tracks. The auto park consists of nine passenger
cars, 26 trucks, and 22 cross-country vehicles.

Aussiar.

There are fewer Soviet Croops in Timigoara than in previous years. The
higher commands remain, but many of the troops withdrawn in the spring of
1953 had not returned by Nov.53,

Mancuvers were held in smeller units than in 1952. There were no special
troop movements in the border zcne.
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